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Petrol Scam
We have recently had a police report of someone being conned into buying a tank of fuel for a stranger.

The victim was travelling on the slip road from the M25 to the M11 when he was flagged down by a male person.  This person stated he was low on fuel and his Turkish credit cards had been refused but he needed to get to Manchester to take his father to hospital.  He asked the victim if he could help him out by buying some fuel at the next petrol station and they would pay it back the next day. The victim believed his story was genuine as there was also a child and female passenger in the car.  Both cars then drove to Birchanger Green Service area where the victim proceeded to fill their car with fuel and pay for it.  They then drove off promising to ring the next day with payment; there has been no contact from them since.

Unscrupulous people use a variety of roadside scams to con the unwary motorist and use motorway slip roads in particular to facilitate a quick getaway. The driver’s priority must be to keep safe.  Be wary when a stranger attempts to flag you down, especially in isolated locations.

Our advice is to drive past and, if you feel it is necessary, pull over further down the road when it is safe to do so and report it to the Police using your mobile phone (if you have one). They will be better able to help than you can if someone is in genuine difficulty or deal with them if it is not genuine.  Use the non-emergency 101 number unless it appears to be an emergency in which case dial 999.

Essex Police New Uniform Shirts:

Police officers on the streets of Essex are sporting a new look as the force rolls out its new money-saving shirts. The uniform of white shirts and ties has been replaced by a new ‘wicking’ shirt for operational officers. The shirts have been introduced as part of a wider review of uniform in order to bring substantial savings to the force. In the two years from 2009/10 to 2010/11, Essex Police spent an average of £51,500 per year on replacement white shirts and ties, costing £103,000. During the current year, the force has restricted the numbers that have been replaced. The new wicking shirts will cost £84,800 to introduce to the force and are expected to last an average of two years. The combination of fewer shirts issued and lower prices will save the force approximately £18,200 over the next two years.

 

Officers at Chief Inspector rank and above will continue to wear the white shirt and tie, as will operational officers at ceremonial occasions. White shirts and ties no longer required will be recycled. 

The new wicking shirts have been worn by operational police officers, Police Community Support Officers across the county and Traffic Wardens employed by Essex Police at Stansted Airport since Monday, 9 January 2012. Therefore, please be advised that from now, if someone claims to be an Essex Police officer and is wearing a white shirt and black tie, ask for further ID. 

If you see any suspicious or unusual activity around your neighbourhood or have any information which you think might be of help or you wish to report an intruder alarm going off, please call Essex Police on ‘101’.


Many thanks.

Mandy Crawley








Temporary Essex Watch Administrator, Uttlesford 

01376 556232 

uttlesfordnhw@essex.pnn.police.uk
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