
PARISH OF HEMPSTEAD 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Hempstead Parish Council held on Thursday 13th July 2023 
 
Present: Nick Turkentine (Chair), David Drane, Diana Frost, James Nicholson, Mark Welbourn, District Councillor 
Mike Tayler and the Clerk. Two members of the public. 
 
The Parish Council meeting started at 8pm 
  

23/049  Apologies for Absence County Councillor Martin Foley 
 

23/050  Public Forum 2 members of the public were in attendance. Julie Wilson noted that the 
defibrillator will need new pads before December, and was in touch with Community Heartbeat to order more. 
She was also interested in being co-opted as a Parish Councillor. 
 

23/051  Declarations of Interest None 
  

23/052  Reports from District and/or County Councillors 
District Councillor Tayler gave a brief report:  
Local Highways Panel – noted that no local rep on the panel. County Councillor Foley trying to get this changed. 
Planning – dept at UDC now 87% staffed with proper employees. 
Local Plan – optimistic that will be easier to have passed than previously thought. Noted that the estimated land 
supply is less than 5000 houses. 
Policing – noted Range Rovers and Fiesta STs currently being targeted by thieves. 
Start-up September – business coaching for small, ad-hoc projects. 
 

23/053  Minutes of Previous Meeting of Thursday 15th June were approved and signed by the Chair. 
 

23/054  Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Friday 26th May were approved and signed by the 
Chair. 
 

23/055  Finance  
Item 1 – Current Account balance £3537.91 
Item 2 – Parish Council’s insurance renewal. Clerk informed of change in the provider by Community Action 
Suffolk on 7th July. Indicative quotes had been received by the Clerk for £405.43 and £502.49, based on different 
levels of indemnity, and circulated to Councillors. It was agreed that the higher quote would be approved, but 
the Chair to investigate another provided to see if similar cover could be provided at a lower cost.  
Item 3 – the Chair to signed invoices presented: £1050 and £300 to Watch the Dot, £52.80 to the RCCE, £10 to 
Hundred Parishes Society and £235 to Outdoor Jack. 
 

23/056  Allocation of Responsibilities  
Julie Wilson was co-opted onto the Parish Council – Proposed by Nick Turkentine and Seconded by David Drane, 
and unanimously agreed. 
The following allocation of responsibilities was agreed:  

Flooding and Emergency Plan – Nick Turkentine 
Environment and Communications – Diana Frost 
Planning – James Nicholson  
Highways and Rights of Way – David Drane 
Legal Matters and Local Highways Panel – Mark Welbourn 
Policing – Julie Wilson 

 

23/057  Planning to review and comment on new planning applications and to note any decisions as at 06/07/23. 

Newlands: UTT/23/1290/HHF. AWAITING DECISION 
Fields Farm: UTT/23/0973/PAQ3. NO PRIOR APPROVAL REQUIRED 
Ruses Farm driveway – Diana Frost had been in contact with residents requesting information on whether they 
were required to install a drainage channel as part of the recent works to avoid the discharge of water onto the 
highway. 
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23/058  Parish Standards Training The Clerk gave feedback on training received and implications for 
Councillors’ Registers of Interest. 
 

23/059  Correspondence Residents had raised concerns regarding drones being over properties in the 
village. It was agreed that wording regarding the code of conduct on the usage of drones should be included in 
the next Newsletter. 
Meryl Haylock, on behalf of the PCC, had thanked the Parish Council for arranging and funding the grass cutting 
of St Andrews’ churchyard. 
 

23/060  Speedwatch/Police speed checks The Police had carried out a speed check on High Street on 
12th July at 3:40pm for an hour. Five cars were issued fines for speeding and two were stopped for having illegal 
number plates. The highest speed recorded was 41mph. The Police will hopefully be returning to carry out 
another speed check in the coming months. 
 

23/061  Reports from Councillors 
Highways and Rights of Way  

Local Highways Panel – requests to be resubmitted to County Councillor Foley. Mark Welbourn to action. 
Quiet Lanes – the Clerk to contact Great Sampford Parish Council to see if they are actively looking to get Howe 
Lane Quiet Lane status. 
Footpath cutting – David Drane has been in contact with the local rights of way officer to ensure the footpaths 
are cut during the summer. 
 

Environment  
Stansted Airport – Diana Frost noted that an extension is planned for the terminal 
War memorial paving quote – Nick Turkentine has received a quote of £500 for all re-pointing. Quote was 
unanimously approved. 
Stream behind bus shelter – property owner to action clearance. 
 

The Chair thanked James Nicholson for sweeping out the bus shelter. A Village clean up day to be discussed at 
the next meeting. 
 

Communications Final tweaks of the new village website before handover from developer. 
 

Village Hall Trees and hedges around the Glebe require cutting back. Village clear up day? 
 

Flooding The Chair is awaiting a visit with Highways’ reps to discuss issues. 
 

23/062  Matters Arising requiring decisions, to be included on the next Agenda None 
 

23/063  Future Meeting Dates: 17th August and 21st September 
 
 
The meeting ended at 9:55pm 
 


