
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 
FRIDAY 13 MAY 2011 AT 8PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

 

15 people attended as well as all seven members of the Parish Council and County Councillor Simon 
Walsh.  Apologies for absence were received, from amongst others District Councillor Mrs S 

Schneider, John Sladen:Parish Councillor, Claire Dittrich, David Boreham, Lynn Feaver, Zoe Hoar, 
Julian and Anthea McCarthy. 

  

 
 

 
1. MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 1 MAY 2010 

 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and invited them to read the minutes from the 

previous Annual Parish Meeting.  There being no objections or matters arising, the minutes were 

signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
 

 
2. FINANCE  

 

The unaudited accounts for the Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2011 were reviewed by 
those present and the Clerk reported that the total balance in the Parish Council's accounts was 

£12,990, which included £6,443 in the Community Project Account and £2,931 in the Building Society 
Account. There had been an overspend this year. Some of this was due to outstanding receipts 

namely a grass cutting grant of £1000 and VAT return of £617. Additionally the War Memorial 
refurbishment had been carried out comprehensively and resulted in an overspend of just over 

£1000. 

As the reserves are still healthy this was not a concern. These are currently being held in anticipation 
of a contribution towards the pedestrian footway project. 

 
 

3. ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COUNCIL 

 
The Chairman reported on another busy year.  He pointed out that most of the detail was contained 

in this previously issued report. The War memorial surround had been very successfully refurbished. 
The council continues to monitor and seek to improve the village environment in a cost effective way. 

 

 
4. REPORT BY THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

 
Mrs Sue Schneider, Uttlesford District Councillor, was unable to attend the meeting but sent a report 

that has been uploaded to the website. It reported her intention of retiring at the May Elections and 
she said that it had been a privilege to serve The Sampford’s Ward for 12 years and wished the new 

councillor every success for the future. 

 
 

5. REPORT BY THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 

Simon Walsh, Essex County Councillor for Thaxted division, introduced himself and presented his 

report for the year – a copy of which is on the village website.  However, on the local issue of the 
footway along the B1054, Cllr Walsh expressed apprehension this scheme might suffer in the present 

economic climate and it might be difficult to push forward. Changes at Essex County Council meant 
that Councillor Hume had stepped down. He had been a good supporter of the footway project. 

However costing of the project had been deemed to be too high and a reappraisal had been asked 
for. Tracey Chapman, the new cabinet member for transport, had only been in post for 6 days so 

would not yet have a grasp of the situation. He suggested that we invite her out to view first-hand 



the problems. Councillor Walsh said that he was as frustrated as the residents of Hempstead about 

the situation. 
 He described some of the plans the county council were formalising to economise, such as sharing 

some police functions with neighbouring authorities and a re-organisation of the way police were 
used. Concern was expressed if this meant policing was less visible. The fire service would also be 

reorganised. Significant budgetary savings of £40 million out of £270 were anticipated 

 
   

 
6. GENERAL DISCUSSION 

 
Mr McCarthy thanked Cllr Walsh for attending this meeting and his continued support of the village 

throughout the year.  Questions were then invited from the floor. 

The issue of hedges overgrowing pavement and causing difficulty particularly those with prams and 
pushchairs was discussed. Additionally some of those who did trim their hedges were causing a 

hazard by leaving clippings on the paths. The matter had been raised in newsletters and now it was 
proposed to write to individual offenders. 

Some footpath issues were discussed and thanks were expressed for some of the new stiles that had 

been erected. 
The question of escorts on school buses was raised. They were seen to be under threat from the 

difficult economic situation. Double-deckers had gone from 2 to 1 escorts and single-deckers were 
losing their escorts entirely. Who is responsible for any incidents? Some people expressed the view 

that it was only relatively recently that this service had been instigated. Councillor Walsh promised to 
feedback on this question 

The issue of the effectiveness of speed cameras was raised. Speeding through the village and rural 

lanes was identified as a problem. Councillor Walsh said that fixed cameras were to remain but 
camera vans would be used less in favour of motor bike mounted cameras.  

 
 

Mr McCarthy closed the meeting by thanking everyone for coming and Cllr Walsh for his support. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
 

 

 
 

 
Date:      Chairman: 

 


