Hempstead Parish Council, Annual Report 2018/9

List of Parish Councillors

Sean McCarthy 599558 Chairman, Police Liaison

John Sladen 586429 Village Hall rep., Flooding & Emergency Plan

David Drane 599397 Highways and Footpaths

Nicola McNeill 598074 Village Website

Sara Scott 599178 Neighbourhood Watch. Tree Warden and
Affordable Housing

Mark Welbourn 598113 Traffic and Legal Issues

Alan Weedon 599366 Environment

Martyn Long 0799 0998995 Clerk and Responsible Officer

Meetings: The Council met ten times this year. Residents are always welcome to attend meetings and any issues of
concern can be raised as the appropriate item is reached on the agenda. Several members of the public attended to
discuss issues including the Harvey Way hedge, flooding and potential or actual planning issues.

The District Councillor, Simon Howell, has attended 1 meeting this year. He updates the Parish Council on progress
and issues at Uttlesford District Council and supports the Council where he is able to. He will not be standing for re-
election and his support and friendship will be missed. County Councillor Simon Walsh has attended no meetings this
year but has sent in monthly reports on county issues and also supports the parish where he can. Details of
expenditure, most pertinent correspondence and notes of discussions and decisions are recorded in the monthly
minutes of the Parish Council which are available on the website and village notice board.

Election: This May there will be an election and all current councillors who wish to continue will have to put in their
nominations. Additionally, there are three retiring councillors, Mrs McNeill, Mrs Scott and Mr Sladen whose places
will need to be filled. If more than three nominations are received for these places a formal election will take place.
If there are insufficient nominations then the vacancies can be filled by co-option provided there are sufficient
elected councillors to provide the quorum of three councillors. The Council would like to thank all the retiring
councillors for their contribution, particularly Mr Sladen who has served many years and his experience will be
greatly missed.

Planning: The Parish Council continues to review and comment upon, where appropriate, all planning applications
in the parish. On many occasions no comments are passed onto Uttlesford. Last year councillors voiced their
frustration concerning retrospective applications. This year at least one very flagrant case has had its application
refused. The planning department at Uttlesford are very busy and decisions on applications are very slow.

Highways and Footpaths: Potholes continue to be repaired slightly more frequently. Mr Drane continues to monitor
the state of roads and footpaths but due to tighter financial constraints repairs become more difficult to action.
Thanks to his persistence the damaged chevron sign on the triangle has at last been repaired and the railings along
Anso Road refurbished. Repairs to footpath footbridges are also being pursued.

Local Highways Panel: County Councillor Simon Walsh reports that the 40mph speed limit buffer zone on
Bumpstead Road up to Boytons Lane is moving forward. The design and Traffic Regulation Order for the zone and
gateway feature has progressed towards end of this financial year (18/19). £4000 was allocated. In Year 19/20 the
scheme is to be implemented as agreed at the meeting on March 25™ 2019. This will be subject to Cabinet member
approval for the spending although no problems are envisaged.

Anso Road speed limit: The validation has identified that speeds are at acceptable levels so a speed limit would not
be necessary. Councillor Walsh will be asking as to whether the ‘B’ status can be downgraded and large vehicles
diverted away from this route.

Devolution of Highways Resources and Responsibilities

The County Council is running a pilot scheme to devolve county expenditure on certain highway functions to parish
and town councils. This is difficult for smaller councils who cannot achieve the same economies of scale.

The Parish Council considered it prudent to decline to be involved to see the teething problems sorted out.
Eventually it is planned to be compulsory.



Policing and Speed watch

With police resources being stretched and concentrated in more populated areas of the county, the Community
Speed watch has played an important role in keeping the village safe. Sessions are usually run every week. However,
new volunteers are urgently needed who can spare just one or two hours per month. Contact Tricia Ridgway if you
would like to help. The police attended one session in February .

Uttlesford has now been separated from Braintree and there is now an established police team stationed at UDC
offices. This team will be expanded over the next few years.

Environment and Maintenance

The council arranged for the refurbishment of the top and bottom of the village sign as well as the re-grouting of the
paving in front of the War Memorial. A tree at Wellyards was made safe and the hedge at Harvey Way cut again.
Several councillors took part in the mapping of a large number of the water courses in the parish and the
information sent into ECC who will use the data for flood prevention.

The council continues to pay for the grass cutting in the village centre, the Glebe and the churchyard.

Additionally, it continues to work to enhance and protect the environment of the village and is grateful for those
nine volunteers who supported the Litter Picking event.

Many thanks to those who organised the Christmas Tree especially Nick Turkentine who supplied the lights and
Robert Palmer who supplied the electricity.

Flooding

Mr Sladen has continued to chase Highways on flooding issues. In July the work requested last year had eventually
been carried out which included the jetting of all drain gullies in the village, unblocking the underground pipework
on Anso Road and blocked drains outside Wood Cottages. Further investigation was successfully carried out to
unblock and identify the outfall of the gully on the Rosemary Cottage boundary which was also causing damage to
the highway, a driveway and contributing to flooding. One drain gully outside the Old Post Office is still awaiting
further investigation and repair. In January a further second jetting of all gullies was carried out throughout the
parish, the first time for many years!

Armistice Anniversary Celebrations: Alan Weedon collated all the biographical details of the fallen with the help of
Niki McNeill. These were displayed on the crosses sited at the War Memorial. These had been made by John Sladen,
and Sean McCarthy helped to set up the display. The result was very moving and a number of residents remarked on
how effective it was.

Defibrillator

This is now in place and the Council is grateful to all those who raised funds or made direct donations. The speed
with which the village reacted to the appeal was very impressive. A successful training session was held and further
developments are being planned to enhance any usage of this valuable facility.

Finance

Ross Midgley acted as our internal Auditor for the first time and the Council were very grateful for his support.

Draft Accounts for the end of the year will be available at the Annual Parish Meeting. Detailed finalised accounts will
be on the noticeboard and website later in the year. The Play Area was completed with a £2000 grant from the
council. The precept that the Parish Council requested of the District Council to cover next year’s expenditure was
increased to £9250. This is to cover the possible election expenses and cutting of the Public Rights of Way.

Communications: During the course of the year amendments and updates have been made to the Village website to
keep it up-to-date. A new Play Area page has been added with photos of the equipment. Also, with kind permission
from Alan Walker, the village house names and maps have been added to the Maps and Walks section. These maps
include the two new builds in the Village. With Diana Frost’s help, a number of historical village documents and
photos have been added to the History archive section.

Sean McCarthy Martyn Long
Chairman Clerk to the Council April 2019

N.B. The Parish Annual Assembly Meeting is at 8pm in the Village Hall on Friday 26" April 2019



