MINUTES OF THE HEMPSTEAD ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
HELD ON THURSDAY 30" May 2024 AT 8PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Attendees: 6 members of the public
Parish Councillors Nick Turkentine (Chair), Diana Frost (Vice-Chair), Nicola
Davies, David Drane and Mark Welbourn
The Clerk, Rebecca Cox
County Councillor Martin Foley
Apologies:  James Nicholson, Julie Wilson and District Councillor Mike Tayler

1 CHAIR’S WELCOME

The Chair opened the meeting. He thanked members of the Parish Council and the Clerk for
their work over the year; Ross Midgley for continuing the act as internal auditor, and the many
volunteers in the village who assist with litter picking, maintenance work and Speedwatch. The
main issues for the year were highlighted to be highways and flooding, further details of which
would be provided in the Annual Report section of the meeting.

2 MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY 26t May 2023

The Chair invited those present to read the minutes from the previous Annual Parish Meeting.
The minutes had been previously signed as a correct record at the Parish Council meeting of
26%™ May 2023. There were no matters arising for discussion.

3 FINANCE

The draft accounts for the Parish Council (PC) for the year ended 31 March 2024 were reviewed
by those present and the Clerk reported that the total balance at Year End in the Parish
Council's accounts was £10,584 (down from £11,096 at 31 March 2023). It was noted that the
PC had not claimed a £500 Ward Members Grant this year, as the Village Hall Management
Committee were going to claim it themselves for a new storage shed.

Ross Midgley had once again carred out the annual governance review for the PC and had
provided a clean report.

The precept for 2023/24 has been increased to £13,115, from £11,600, considering increased
costs for grass cutting, maintenance projects, insurance and the Clerk’s salary. The Clerk noted
that the PC would continue to look for best value for required expenditure.

There were no questions or comments from members of the public.

4 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

The Annual Report had been circulated to residents in advance of the meeting and copies were
provided to all attendees. The following points were highlighted by the Chair:

Planning — the PC looks at all planning applications and comments where thought necessary,
but does not in itself hold any powers.

Highways and footpaths — as always there have continued to be issues with the state of the
roads in the village. Highways representatives have visited on 3 occasions during the year, but
there has been little, if any, success getting major issues sorted despite continued reporting by
the PC and assistance from County Councillor Foley.




Flooding — as with Highways issues, little progress has been made, particularly regarding ditch
clearance, which might improve the current problems occurring.

Speedwatch —the PC is very grateful to Tricia Ridgway for continuing as coordinator and for the
new volunteers who have allowed activities to restart. It is hoped that any Speedwatch
activities will help with speeding issues in the village.

Health and well-being and Neighbourhood Watch — the Chair thanked Nicola Davies for taking
on these roles in the PC.

Finance — the Chair noted that the PC are trying to control costs, but continues to budget
realistically for the areas it is responsible for.

Local Plan —there had been no recommendation that Hempstead could take significant
additional housing, due to its location and lack of amenities.

5 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR REPORT

District Councillor Mike Tayler was unable to attend the meeting, however he would be sending
a written report for the Clerk to publish on Hempstead’s website. County Councillor Foley was
able to provide some information regarding Uttlesford District Council in his capacity as Chair of
the Council:

Local Plan — currently running to revised timetable and will be reporting to UDC in July. Noted
that Hempstead will not be “forced” to have any big developments. There are many
experienced people within UDC working on the plan, and Councillor Tayler sits on the working

group.

e Question — A member of the public asked whether schools are specifically covered in
the Local Plan, due to the difficulty in Hempstead children getting places in Saffron
Walden County High School. Councillor Foley noted that schools are included, but not
the Saffron Walden area.

6 COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
County Councillor Martin Foley spoke on the following areas:

Highways — potholes are a real problem in Essex, with likely over 20k requiring attention. He
had taken a petition to ECC, which Hempstead PC supported, requesting a motion to be passed
regarding the state and maintenance of Essex’s roads and pavements. He noted that although
this was raised, the final motion that was agreed was very watered down and did not match
that which was proposed. The main issue is with the contractors carrying out the work, who are
able to “mark their own homework” without checks from ECC. There needs to be a total reform
as it is not currently working. It is hoped that as the maintenance contracts are soon to be
renewed changes might occur. County Councillor Foley noted that he will continue to strongly
raise issues with Highways.

Youth mental health — County Councillor Foley had facilitated grant funding to pay for mental
health practitioners to go into 3 local schools to provide support. This has been a great local
success, and proposals have now gone to ECC and Central Government to extend the service.
There is a formal campaign to have one full time practitioner in every district of the county.

Youth clubs — County Councillor Foley had been successful in securing “levelling up” grants to
improve local youth clubs, including Thaxted and Great Sampford, which had lead to a doubling
of youngsters attending.



7

GENERAL DISCUSSION AND QUESTIONS

The Chairman then opened the meeting for further questions and discussion:

Mark Welbourn asked County Councillor Foley whether there are plans yet for a
replacement waste recycling facility. County Councillor Foley confirmed that no site has
yet been found, although one is being sought, and in the meantime waste is having to
be taken further for recycling.

A member of the public highlighted the heavy vehicles that continue to use Anso Road,
which are causing danger to other road users and damaging the road and verges. Mark
Welbourn confirmed that a submission had gone to the Local Highways Panel requesting
a declassification and weight restriction on Anso Road. Diana Frost noted that it might
be worth taking photos of the heavy vehicles on the road and contacting the companies
directly.

County Councillor Foley stated that he is always available to be contacted directly and
that he tries to attend one PC meeting every quarter. He apologised that not everything
is positive from ECC.

The Chairman thanked the members of the public, County Councillor Foley and the Parish
Councillors for attending and closed the meeting.

The meeting closed at 9:10pm.



