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The Local Plan 

  

The draft local plan (Regulation 18) was agreed by a majority vote of the full Uttlesford 

District Council and published for consultation on 3rd November 2023. The public 

consultation has been very successful with over 5000 comments. Officers have worked 

extremely hard to use these important responses to shape the final version of the Local Plan 

(Regulation 19) which is on track to be submitted to the Council by the mid summer. If 

approved by the Council, it is aimed to be submitted for examination by the Planning 

Inspectorate by December 2024. It is envisaged that Local Plan should be adopted early in 

2026. 

The progress of the Plan through the consultation process has been discussed by the Local 

Plan Pannel, which is the committee which has succeeded the Local Plan Leadership Group. 

Some of these meetings have been closed from general, public discussion as of 

necessity,  many considerations are not final until Reg 19 is completed. However there have 

also been productive open discussions, and due regard has been made for points raised. 

We sincerely hope that this Local Plan will be accepted, putting an end to a prolonged period 

without an effective Local Plan where developers have tended to control where development 

has taken place with limited opportunities for The Council to improve infrastructure and 

sustainability of our communities. With this new local plan we will be able to plan new 

housing and infrastructure in the most appropriate places, where it is most needed, with 

homes that meet the needs of the community, particularly ensuring that a significant 

proportion are affordable. 

The Local plan addresses the important matters of biodiversity and climate change, heritage 

preservation and sustainability. It considers plans for green spaces and countryside use. 

  

UDC Budget for 2024/25 

  

The budget, approved by councillors at a meeting on 26th February aims to maintain levels 

of service with a substantially improved provision of refuse collections by increasing crew 

numbers and providing three more bin lorries – a total investment of more than £1m. The 

Council will continue to fund tackling the climate crisis, fund local voluntary organisations 

and build new council houses. 

  

Balancing the budget has been difficult due to the challenging financial pressures facing 

local councils with diminishing sources of income from central government at the same time 

as increasing demand for, and cost of, service delivery together with inflationary pressures. 

UDC is planning for a £7m cut in government controlled funding by 2027/28. 

  

The budget has been balanced by some increases in fees and charges, as well as a small use 

of financial reserve savings , as encouraged by central government. Council tax has increased 

by 2.99%. This has allowed maintenance of services, as well as the most generous support 

scheme in Essex for vulnerable residents and those on low income. 



  

The council’s commercial assets portfolio is valued at £20m more than was paid for it, and 

despite interest rate rises has remained profitable. However, as mandated by the 

government, the council must reduce related borrowings to zero, therefore the council is 

making large borrowing reductions, which in the coming year will be part paid out of the 

general fund. Nevertheless the quality of the portfolio income is such that in future years, all 

payments will be covered and the net contribution for supporting Council services will rise to 

over £3m a year 

  

Rents for the council’s 2,800 council house tenants will increase by 7.7%, but at still means 

that the average rent of £125.74 per week is substantially lower than private rented sector 

equivalent rents. £3.7m has been allocated for the provision of an increased number of 

council homes. 

  

Blueprint Uttlesford 

  

Managing the budget over the 5 year term is a project under the umbrella title of Blueprint 

Uttlesford, now into its second year. All departments and services of the council will be 

considered, as well as grants, incomes and expenditure. There will be a radicle change in the 

way council operates, particularly in the way which sustainable interest streams are 

maximized, together with service level efficiencies. So far the programme is contributing 

£2.1m of income and savings, so is ahead of the £7m target for savings by 2027/28. 


