
PARISH OF HEMPSTEAD 

 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Hempstead Parish Council held on Thursday, 23rd May 2024 

 
Present: Nick Turkentine (Chair), Nicola Davies, David Drane, Diana Frost, Mark Welbourn, Julie Wilson and the 
Clerk. 
 
The Parish Council meeting started at 7:30pm. 
 
24/015 Election of Chair and Vice-Chair  
Chair: Nick Turkentine – proposed by Diana Frost and seconded by Mark Welbourn, carried unanimously. 
Vice-chair: Diana Frost – proposed by Mark Welbourn and seconded by Nicola Davies, carried unanimously. 
 
24/016 Apologies for Absence received from James Nicholson and County Councillor Martin Foley. 
 
24/017 Public Forum No members of the public were in attendance. 
 
24/018  Declarations of Interest None 
 
24/019 Reports from District and/or County Councillors A written report had been received from County Councillor 
Foley, and circulated by email. 
 
24/020 Minutes of Previous Meeting of Thursday 11th April 2024 were approved and signed by the Chair 
 
24/021 Finance  
Item 1 – Financial update from the Clerk.  
Current Account Balance – £6,232.03 
Date  Payee    Description Amount Balance 
22-Apr-24 S/O to: Rebecca Cox  Salary  -339.56   235.47  
25-Apr-24 UTTDC GEN   Precept  6557.5   6,792.97  
25-Apr-24 B/P to: EALC   Subscription -152.28   6,640.69  
25-Apr-24 B/P to: RCCE   Subscription -44.1   6,596.59  
29-Apr-24 B/P to: EssexHeritageTrust Donation -25   6,571.59  
20-May-24 S/O to: Rebecca Cox  Salary  -339.56   6,232.03 
Reserve Account Balance – £9,816.19 
 
Item 2 – Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR): The Clerk confirmed that Ross Midgley had 
completed his governance review and had provided a positive report. The one comment raised was regarding the 
Financial Regulations and ensuring that they are followed regarding quotes for work (Clerk to ensure that Minutes 
adequately record all quotes received). The AGAR documents presented by the Clerk were approved and signed by 
the Chair, and the Clerk noted that the Public Rights period will begin on Monday, 3rd June. 
 

Item 3 – Financial Regulations, updated following release of NALC new model document, were unanimously 
approved. The Clerk to publish on the village website. 
 

Item 4 – Unanimous approval of the Clerk’s expenses: £105 for SLCC membership, £32.48 for printer ink and £7.05 
for stationary. Invoices were presented and signed by the Chair, including £391.11 to Outdoor Jack for grass cutting 
in April (payment pre-approved at meeting on 11th April). 
  
24/022 Planning 
The Bluebell Inn: UTT/24/0147/LB. Repairs and renovations to listed building. NO COMMENTS REQUIRED 
 

Clays: UTT/24/0842/FUL. Erection of detached dwelling and garage block. Prior to the meeting Diana Frost had 
circulated comments on the application. After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would 
neither support nor object to the application, but would provide comments raising the issues highlighted in Diana 
Frost’s document, with particular regard to the access issues and drainage of the proposed site. The Clerk to submit 
comments to Uttlesford Planning. 
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Thatch Cottage: UTT/24/0280/DFO. APPROVED 
Barns at Little Smiths Green Farm: UTT/23/2576/OP. APPROVED 
 
24/023 Correspondence None 
 
24/024 The Bluebell Inn English Heritage guide to enforcement action to save historic buildings. No discussion 
required as a planning application now been made and progress will be monitored. 
 
24/025  Reports from Councillors 
Highways and Rights of Way  
Outstanding issues – updates are still awaited from Highways. 
Footpath cutting – No dates yet for ECC cutting of the footpaths. David Drane had been in touch with Country 
Gardens & Landscapes to request an initial footpath cut up to £1000, but had received no response. 
 

Flooding No updates yet from Highways regarding highlighted issues. Julie Wilson will be speaking with someone 
from Highways regarding the provision and utilisation of “Flood” signs. 
 

Health and Wellbeing / Neighbourhood Watch 
Buses – full timetables are now in place, however village bus service is likely be delayed for 5/10 minutes until 
September due to road closure between Steeple Bumpstead and Haverhill. 
Neighbourhood Watch – noted that car theft continues to increase in Uttlesford. Be vigilant about opportunistic 
theft.  
 

Policing No update. 
 

Environment  
Tesco lorries – Diana Frost had contacted Tesco regarding the large delivery lorries using the B1054, and Tesco habe 
now taken action to stop them using this route. 
History Project – Diana Frost raised news of a project with Ross Midgley to produce a Hempstead history website. 
Diana Frost will be gathering and collating resources and will be sending out further information by the Newsletter. 
Any support from the Parish Council will be appreciated. 
Tree Survey – the survey took place in April. Whilst most areas did not require any immediate/short term action, 
urgent action would be required on trees bordering the footpath from the top of Wellyard to the small bridge by 
High Street. It was agreed that Parish Council members would take a look at the area as a matter of urgency and that 
volunteers would be sought to carry out the work required.  
 

Communications It was agreed that the Clerk should be the main point of contact for the Parish Council and only 
one email address would be publicised on the village website – parish.clerk@hempstead-essex.org.uk 
 

Village Hall Mark Welbourn has looked at Land Registry transfer documentation required to update the village hall 
title registration and suggested that external advice would be appropriate to ensure the correct process is followed. 
The Clerk noted that there is £500 in the budget for legal advice. The Chair to contact conveyancing solicitors for 
advice/quote. 
 
24/026  Matters Arising requiring decisions, to be included on the next Agenda 
New battery for the speed limit reminder sign on southbound side of High Street. 
 
24/027  Future Meeting Dates: Thursday, 20th June and Thursday, 25th July. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:26pm 


