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The Council 
The Parish Council had three councillors resign during the last year: David Drane, Nicola Davies 
and Julie Wilson. David Drane had spent many years on the council looking after highways and 
footpaths, and his experience will be missed. Whilst Nicola Davies and Julie Wilson were relative 
newcomers to the Council, the dedication and expertise that they brought to their roles will also 
be missed. Councillors thank all three ex-councillors for their time on the Parish Council. 
The Council welcomed Paul Frainer as a new councillor in December, joining by co-option, and 
he brings with him a wealth of experience in local government. 
The Council were saddened by the passing of Sean McCarthy, a previously longstanding 
councillor and Chair, in November. 
 
Meetings  
The Council met eleven times over the year. Residents are always welcome to attend meetings 

and any issues of concern can be raised at the very start of the meeting. Only one member of 

the public had attended a meeting during the year (Paul Frainer attended prior to being co-

opted as a councillor).  

• District Councillor Mike Tayler has attended 3 meetings and has sent monthly updates 

on Uttlesford District Council matters. 

• County Councillor Martin Foley has attended 2 meetings, has sent in monthly reports on 

County issues and supports the parish where he can, most notably with Highways issues.  

• Details of expenditure, most pertinent correspondence and notes of discussions and 
decisions are recorded in the monthly minutes of the Parish Council, which are available 
on the website and village noticeboard. 

 
Finance 
Ross Midgley has continued to act as internal auditor, for which the Parish Council are very 
appreciative. Accounts for the end of the year are available from the Clerk and further financial 
information will be on the website later in the year.  
In December 2024 it was decided that the precept for 2025/26 would be increased to £13,800, 
due to increased costs. The Parish Council have compared Council Tax costs for Hempstead 
residents to those of other Uttlesford parishes and have found that this parish sits at the mid-
point. 
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Planning  
The 2024-25 year has seen many planning applications in Hempstead, including minor repairs or 

alterations to listed buildings, conversion of existing buildings to residential use, prior approval 

(permitted development) and applications for the construction of new homes within the 

gardens of existing properties. The parish council has commented as it felt appropriate, mostly 

from a neutral stance highlighting concerns where necessary, and in one instance providing 

active support. The new Uttlesford Local Plan (2021) was subject to a public consultation in 

2024 and was reviewed in detail by the Parish Council. It is anticipated that it will be adopted in 

2026, after submission to the Government Planning Inspectorate and subsequent Examination 

in Public during 2025. The parish council has also been considering the merits of seeking to 

develop a neighbourhood plan, once the Local Plan (2021) is in place. 

With continued housing development growth in Haverhill in our direction, the Council has 
written to Haverhill Council to request their support for our policy of dark skies in Hempstead. 
 

Highways and Footpaths  
The Parish Council has continued to receive support from both District and County Councillors, 
for highways issues (including carriageway flooding). Any issues highlighted by parishioners on 
the Essex Highways online reporting tool would greatly assist. Hempstead continues to benefit 
from visits by Friends of Flitch Way volunteers, who have mended/replaced bridges and cleared 
blocked footpaths. The footpaths were cut as usual by an Essex County Council contractor in 
late June. 
 
Local Highways Panel  
Two requests to the LHP for adoption are currently in the validation stage (approval for funding 
is still awaited): 

• a 40mph limit through Bramley Hollow on the B1054 and on Hill Road; and 

• a declassification and width restriction on Anso Road. 
 
Environment and Maintenance 
Members of the PC cleared the footpath of overgrowth, nettles and a dead tree between 
Wellyard and the stream in late Spring 2024, providing safe passage for school children 
accessing the High Street and light for new growth.  
The white roadside posts up Church Hill were repainted and the railings washed. Some speed 
and directional signage were washed as this work is no longer done by Essex County Council. 
The Council would ask all residents to clean signs by their properties, in order to encourage 
adherence to speed limits.  
The village sign was refurbished by Russ Wide and fitted onto a new oak post, for which the 
Parish Council received a generous grant of £500 towards the cost from the Hundred Parishes 
Society. The noticeboard on the bus shelter was damaged during strong winds, and required 
mending and refurbishment. 
The stream around the bottom of Church Hill had become overgrown with sedge grasses and 
brambles. Outdoor Jack was employed to cut it back during the winter months whilst retaining 
the planting to secure the banks. The rear areas of the fountain and the pond at the bottom of 
Church Hill are regularly maintained and the pond itself had had the surface weeds removed, 
which released the nesting station and a pair of ducks were back on the pond the next day.  
Regarding Stansted Airport, Diana Frost participated in the parish workshops on the 
consultation of growth at the airport to 50m passengers by 2050, giving views on noise, night 
flights, transport access and other matters. 
 



 
Flooding 
Flooding continues to be a major issue within the village, particularly on Anso Road and High 
Street. Following many visits from Essex Highways flooding representatives over the year, some 
of which were also attended by County Councillor Foley, action has finally been taken and plans 
made to improve drainage of surface water on Anso Road. This has included jetting of village 
drains and an inspection of the current drainage in place on Anso Road, which has led to 
Highways adding two locations in Hempstead to the 2025/26 surface water alleviation scheme 
(SWAS) investigation (currently at the early stages). SWAS sites are scored, and then 
programmed on the basis of the score received and the availability of resources.  
The Parish Council will continue to monitor flooding issues and report where necessary. 
 

Policing and Speedwatch 
Information regarding fraud, property theft and rural crime has been circulated via the village 
newsletter over the course of the year. Speedwatch volunteers have been out a few times over 
the year and the Parish Council thanks Tricia Ridgway for continuing to coordinate. 
Hare coursers came to Hempstead again but to a lesser extent than previously since the work of 
joint police forces has been effective in catching offenders. 
 
Health & Wellbeing 
The Health and Wellbeing plan is available on the village website, this has been reviewed and is 
still current. Future updates will be made as required.  
 
Buses 
Hempstead’s bus service is once again being provided by Stephensons of Essex. The Parish 
Council will continue to work closely with local bus-leads on the future of travel infrastructure 
within Uttlesford/Essex. 
 
Communications  
The village website continues to be updated with Parish Council documentation, the village 
newsletter and information on village events. The history archive has now been superseded by 
the creation of a Hempstead history website, following Ross Midgley’s successful history project 
of 2024. The Hundred Parishes Society kindly gave a grant of £969, covering the costs of 
research and the creation of the website. 
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