
PARISH OF HEMPSTEAD 

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Hempstead Parish Council held on Thursday, 10th April 2025 
 
Present: Nick Turkentine (Chair), Paul Frainer, Diana Frost, James Nicholson, Mark Welbourn, and the Clerk  
 

The Parish Council meeting started at  7:43pm. 
 

25/001 Apologies for Absence None 
 

25/002 Public Forum No members of the public were in attendance. 
 

25/003 Declarations of Interest None 
 

25/004 Reports from District and/or County Councillors  
Both District Councillor Mike Tayler and County Councillor Martin Foley had sent their apologies. 
District Councillor Tayler had sent a written report which had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
Cllr Foley had sent a briefing note on ECC submitting an interim plan for local government reorganisation 
to the Government, which had been circulated to all Parish Councillors. 
 

25/005 Minutes of Previous Meeting of Thursday, 13th March 2025 were approved as a correct record and 
signed by the Chair.  
 

25/006  Finance  
Item 1 – the Clerk presented the draft Financial Statement 2024/25, which summarised the income and 
expenditure for the year. 
Final bank balances as at 31st March 2025 were: Current Account £3,537.07 and Reserve Account 
£10,081.73. 
 

Item 2 – Ross Midgley has once again agreed to carry out the governance review of the Parish Council for 
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025. Councillors unanimously approved the 
2025 Asset Register Internal Audit, the AGAR Exemption Certificate and the draft Financial Statement for 
2024/25. These were then signed by the Chair and the Clerk. 
 

Item 3 – the following regular payments were unanimously approved:  
Standing Orders Rebecca Cox – Salary £355.94 per month 

     
Community Heartbeat Defibrillator Management  £198.00 per annum 

100 Parishes Society Subscription £10.00 per annum 

Essex Heritage Donation £25.00 per annum 

Unity Trust Service Charge £76.00 per annum 

Grass Cutting Payments to Outdoor Jack Up to approved £3600 budget 

Website Watch the Dot Payments Up to £180 
  

 

Item 4 – the following payments were approved and invoices signed by the Chair: £110 to the Parish Clerk for 
expenses (SLCC membership), £61.80 to the RCCE for membership, £159.36 to the EALC for 2025/26 affiliation fees, 
and £127.88 to Nigel Smith for biannual website costs. 
 

25/007  Annual Report The Clerk to send out a draft to be approved, once all councillors had provided a 
section on their responsibilities. 
 

25/008 Parish Council Vacancies Diana Frost had created an information “leaflet” on the Parish Council 
and councillor roles. Paul Frainer agreed to take a look at it, before it could be sent out via the 
newsletter/through residents’ doors, after the annual meeting.  
 

25/009 Planning 

2 Lake Farm Cottages: UTT/25/0587/HHF. Removal of hedge & replacement with post & rail fence, new 
parking. No Comments Required. 
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Ruses Farm: UTT/25/0516/HHF. Awaiting Decision 
Barns at Fields Farm: UTT/24/1991/FUL. Awaiting Decision  
2 Lake Farm Cottages: UTT/25/0429/LB. Approved 
The Vicarage: UTT/25/0260/CLP. Approved 
The Limes: UTT/25/0083/LB. Refused 
 

25/010 Correspondence 
The Hundred Parishes – the Clerk had received an email regarding grant funding available from The 
Hundred Parishes. Diana Frost proposed that a grant of £970 be applied for to cover work required on the 
war memorial lettering and the grouting of its paving surround, with the expenditure to be approved even 
if a grant could not be provided. Mark Welbourn seconded this proposal and it was unanimously passed. 
 

Howe Lane – the Clerk had received an email from a resident of Howe Lane, at the Great Sampford end, 
regarding Quiet Lane status for the road. It was unanimously agreed that Hempstead Parish Council would 
support any action taken by residents of Howe Lane, or Great Sampford Parish Council, in getting this 
status and that Hempstead Parish Council would ask for it to be added to the list for the next Local 
Highways Panel submission. 
 

25/011 Action Tracker No outstanding actions. 
 

25/012 Reports from Councillors 
Highways and Rights of Way Paul Frainer is awaiting a meeting with County Councillor Foley to go through 
the list of outstanding highway defects. It was noted that the planned local government changes in Essex 
would lead to highways’ responsibilities moving to unitary authorities. 
Local Highways Panel submission for the declassification of Anso Road – councillors agreed that the 
implications of this were understood. Mark Welbourn to revert to Highways. 
 

Flooding Paul Frainer agreed to take on responsibility for flooding issues. Diana Frost noted that she was 
still awaiting a response to her email to the Highways flooding representative sent on 17th March. 
 

Policing Request for “phishing” emails warning/information to be sent out in the next Newsletter, as well 
as information on the      
 

Environment Prior to the War Memorial rededication the willow to be trimmed back. A volunteer to do the 
work will be sought. 
 

Communications No update required.     
 

Village Hall Diana Frost reported that £1000 had been raised from the Spring event and Bluebell 2, which 
would be going towards roof repairs.  
 

25/013 VE Day 80th Anniversary and War Memorial 100th Anniversary  
The Chair gave an update on VE Day celebrations. It was unlikely that an event would now be arranged, but 
a standing soldier “silhouette” had been made to go up on 8th May, along with the floral display and flag. 
 

25/014 Matters Arising requiring decisions, to be included on the next Agenda None 
 

25/015 Upcoming Meeting Dates: Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 15th May and Annual Parish 
Meeting 23rd May. 12th June. 
 
The meeting ended at 9:32pm 


