
Hempstead E-newsletter                    Dec 25/Jan 26 

             Wishing seasonal happiness to everyone   

A pdf version will be on the village website at www.hempstead-essex.org.uk and a hard copy is available on the Parish Council Noticeboard. 

Parish Council  
We will be launching an advertising campaign to attract new councillors in January. 
Parish Councils form an important role in looking after the local area infrastructure and 
parish assets. Having a wide range of knowledge and experience within the Council makes for a diverse 
Council, well equipped to serve the community. All approaches should be made to the Clerk, Rebecca 
Cox, in the first instance at parishclerkhempstead@gmail.com.  
Budget for 2026 
The Council will determine its budget for 2026 at the January meeting.  
Community Infrastructure Levy 
With the government having announced its Budget statement on the 26th November, it seems 
appropriate to draw your attention to another charge that will come into effect in Spring 2026 
managed by the District Council. 
This is the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) which is a charge on the development of land or 
properties. We are used to large developers having to pay towards infrastructure for their projects 
through S106 agreements, but it will now be applied to smaller dwellings as well, in the form of the CIL. 
The below chart is a DRAFT only at this stage (see the Uttlesford website for a fuller description and 
notations). CIL will be charged on eligible buildings, starting with a single dwelling. 
 

Uttlesford District Council, Community Infrastructure Levy, Draft Charging Schedule, August 2025: 

 

Highways 
Some orange markings have been placed around potholes, and a further Highways visit has added 
priority numbering to some of them, however no date has been given for the work yet.  
We are due to have the surface of the High Street redressed in Spring.  
It has been noted that the railings around the head wall at the bottom of the Triangle have been hit 
again and are now demolished.   
The closure of the High Street due to a house loosing electrical power for 
several days meant a diversion was put in place with good, clear signage on the 
routes to be taken. Unfortunately, one international driver who claimed not to 
speak English, opted for Boytons Lane and became stuck. It took several hours 
to remove his vehicle. Discussions are now ongoing with Highways about 
whether Boytons Lane should also be closed if the High Street is closed. 
Bus Survey 
In total, 2,625 people responded to the recent bus survey about the quality of services. Results about 
routes changes from the consultation will not be known until Spring 2026.  
Christmas Tree 
A lit tree will be erected by the bus shelter in early December. Following comments from residents, the 
tree is larger than last year.  

http://www.hempstead-essex.org.uk/
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Thank you 
The Hempstead Parish Council would like to thank those residents that offered their support 
throughout the year, particularly around the time of the 100th anniversary of the War Memorial event 
in July. Your efforts have been much appreciated. 
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Next Meetings 
The next meetings are the 11th December at 7.30pm and 15th January at 7.45pm in the village hall.    
Members of the pubic are always welcome to attend Parish Council meetings to raise issues with the 
council but can’t speak during the formal proceedings. 
Nick Turkentine, Chairman, Parish Council 

 

HDS – short play and singing evening 
The traditional and exciting story of 
Ebeneezer Scrooge will be told by the 
Hempstead Dramatic Society (HDS) on 
Thursday the 4th and Friday 5th December in 
the village hall.  

‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens, first 
published in 1843, has been adapted by our 
very own Mark Dymond and HDS are 
delighted to put on a special Christmas 
evening with a combination of a one hour 
stage performance followed by drinks, raffle 
and some Christmas songs for all to enjoy!  

Please arrive for 7pm to enjoy all the 
festivities. 

Ticket sales are through David Boreham on 
07379 730486. 

Any raffle donations can be dropped to Diane 
Frainer’s’ house, Westridge, at the bottom of 
Hill Road.  
Book now and don’t miss this fantastic 
evening.  
We hope to see you there.  
Diane Frainer  
 

 

Christmas Card Exchange      
The Christmas card exchange will take place at St. Andrew’s church on Saturday 
13th December from 10am to 12noon where the church decorated in all its 
Christmas glory.  
If you would like to help with the decorating, please be at the church on Thursday 
11th December at 10am.  
Just to remind you, there are two options on offer at the Exchange. The traditional 
way is to write and address your cards to individuals in the village, bring them to 
the church and lay them on the alphabetically laid out pews for collection by other 
villagers. 
For those who prefer a ‘greener’ Christmas, please bring one card only to the church with your message 
addressed to all your friends in the village, thereby sharing one greeting only with everyone. These will 
be placed on a separate tree and will remain in the church throughout Christmas.  

Refreshments are provided and you will also be able to purchase Julie’s cakes and Elspeth’s jewellery.  



Julie is seeking bakers please to make seasonal cakes and biscuits, which can be dropped at her 
house, Old Quail Farm, to the right of the church on the Friday morning, the 12th December. 

Please note the following: This is intended for cards to Hempstead addresses only. 
 It is an exchange, not a delivery service, so we do ask you to take away any cards that are addressed to 
you. The church will remain open until 3pm if you wish to return later to collect your cards. We will try 
to deliver any Hempstead cards that are left over, but this may not be immediate. 
We ask everyone who is leaving cards to make an appropriate donation, thank you.  

And the Carol Service (Nine Lessons and Carols)   
The Christmas Eve Carol Service is always such a well-supported village event, and 
your support is always greatly appreciated. Money raised at Church events goes 
towards the upkeep of the church. Some of you may have noticed the internal crack 
above the front door now. 

If anyone wishes to make a donation, please make a transfer to Hempstead PCC, Barclays; sort code 20-
74-05; account number 60462985. Any sum, large or small is greatly appreciated, helping to ensure the 
future of our lovely church. In addition, if there is anybody reading this with fundraising experience or 
just willing to get involved, please do contact the PCC Treasurer, David Cox, on 07552 359283 or at 
dc_cox@hotmail.com.   

We look forward to seeing you at the Christmas Card exchange on Saturday the 13th December and 
what will be a wonderful Nine Lessons and Carols Service on Christmas Eve at 6pm.  The PCC. 

 

Village Hall and AGM 
The AGM of the Village Hall Management Committee will take place on Monday the 
19th January at 8pm, in the Village Hall.  
It would be appreciated if some new people could step forward and help with the 
running and maintenance of the hall. Most of you have used the hall at some point 
but it does not run itself. Please attend the AGM and offer your services to help our dedicated team. All 
work and support are appreciated. 
The committee is seeking an Events and Fundraising person to help promote the hall. If you are 
interested, please contact Russ Wide, Chairman, in the first instance at russwide@aol.co. 

 

Anna-May’s Wreath Making Evening   
Anna-May Long is holding a Wreath 
Making Evening on Wed 10th 
December at 8.30pm in the village 
hall. It is fully booked at present 
but if you’d like to leave your name 
as a reserve in case there are any 
cancelations between now and the 
10th, please email me, diana_frost@lineone.net. 
Anna-May provides all the materials for making your 
wreath and you need only bring secateurs/scissors, 
protective gloves and £30 cash on the night. If you 
wish to adorn your wreath with a favourite item, bring 
that with you too. Refreshments and nibbles are 
provided.  

 The Glebe litter bin is not a Dog Bin 
Some people are still not placing their dog 
pooh bags in the correct bins and are using 
the litter bin by the children’s play area 
instead. This is inappropriate. 
It is not possible for the van of the dog 
pooh collector to go to the top of the 
Glebe. If it was, a dog bin would be placed 
there, but they must access bins from a 
road or tarmac area, so the Glebe does not 
comply. 
It isn’t far to the bins at the bottom of the 
Glebe or across to opposite the church. 
Please do the right thing by placing dog 
waste in the correct bin. Thank you. 

 

Bellringing   
You may have heard our bells being rung more regularly as Steeple Bumpstead ringers use 
our facility whilst their own is out of action. John Halls runs the sessions and is willing to 
teach anyone over the age of 11. Introductory sessions on the basics would be held in Steeple 
Bumpstead. For more information, contact John on 07767 323914 or via jhall.mbotools@gmail.com.  
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Ukraine result    
The last collection for Ukraine in October at both 
Hempstead Village Hall and at the Common in 
Saffron Walden filled three van loaded to the roof and a car 
with much needed clothing and essentials for Ukraine citizens. 
The cash raised has allowed the purchase of 10 generators and 
23 phone power packs which are all being delivered now, in 
time for Christmas. UK-Aid have asked that their thanks be 
passed to everyone who contributed.  

 Poppy Appeal result 
The collection in Hempstead 
raised £193.21. Thank you to all 
the collectors. 
           -------------------------- 
Knitting Group 
The last meeting to make Hats 
for the Homeless is on the 12th 
December at 10am in the hall. 

 

Stopping a bus  
Saffron Walden has incidents of buses not 
stopping at stops serving multiple bus routes. 
Stephensons, who operate the bus company, say “Unless 
intending passengers put their hands out to signal the bus 
(especially at stops that are served by multiple routes), the 
driver is under no obligation to stop. This has always been 
the case”. To be sure you catch the bus, put your hand out. 

 Views on housing for older people? 
UDC are seeking views on what makes 
a great home and community for 
people aged 60 and over.  
If you have a view, you may want to 
complete their short survey at 
Housing for older people survey - 
Uttlesford District Council 

 

Salt and cold weather  
Salt bins are available opposite the 
church, and in the village hall car 
park if you need them. Shovels 
should be inside.In cold weather, it is 
recommended to have a shovel, 
blanket and water in your car. A red 
triangle is also useful. Please be 
mindful of elderly or less mobile 
neighbours who may need help. 

 Cambridge Voices at Radwinter Church 
Cambridge Voices return to 
Radwinter church on Saturday 6th 
December for a concert of choral 
music.Doors open at 3.30pm for a 
glass of wine (or soft drink) and the 
concert is from 4-5pm. Please come 
along and bring your friends for what 
is always a convivial and entertaining occasion.  
Admission is free but donations are welcomed.   

 

Young Farmers Tree collection 

 
 

 Citizens Advice Bureau 

 
   

T&C: Newsletter entries must be received by diana_frost@lineone.net by the 24th of each month.  Only village events will 
be promoted. No advertisements or personal profit promotions will be featured. To unsubscribe, email Diana Frost. 
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